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Synopsis

In 1957 in Liverpool, England, a young lad named John Lennon and his band played music at a
local church fair. In the audience was Paul McCartney, who liked what he heard and soon joined the
group. Paul’s friend George Harrison kept showing up at rehearsals until the older boys finally let
him in. Eventually they found the perfect drummer, Ringo Starr, and the perfect name: The Beatles.
Told through a lyrical text and stunning paintings, this book spotlights four ordinary boys growing up

amid the rubble of postwar England who found music to be a powerful, even life-saving, force.
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Customer Reviews

| have been a fan of the Beatles since the early 1960s. | thought | knew most everything about
them. | was wrong. | found the book very educational and inspiring. | knew they grew up poor, but
did not know all the other adversities they had to overcome.Mr. Gustavson’s illustrations are great
and add bring more life to the book and are a great compliment.l am an avid fan of his work and
have a large collection of his books.l bought copies for my grandchildren.l cannot wait for his next
book.

When | was 15, | read Hunter Davies’s bio of the Beatles, and decided that day that | wanted to

become some sort of artist. Reading Susanna Reich’s FAB FOUR FRIENDS, | got that same feeling



all these years later. Telling the story of each Beatle individually, and then as their part in the group,
we get a feel for each piece of the puzzle that each member brought with them. Reich starts a story
that we know will end with world-wide fame, but somehow brings us back to a time when they were
young and success was still far away and uncertain, But it’s the feeling of being a teenager and
finding kindred spirits, of being young enough to think anything is possible, and being just old
enough to begin to make it happen, that the author makes come alive in the pages of this book. The
art is likewise as good. Not showing venues like the Cavern or the Art Institute or the homes of the
Beatles directly, you get a feel for the city that was large and unsympathetic at times, the very
modest homes, and the cramped cheap clubs they played in. One picture of a double-decker bus at
night is brilliant, We know that George Harrison is playing his audition piece for John, with Paul
beside him, But we see it from the outside of the bus, just three teenagers riding home and probably
having to scrounge for the fare. | hope some kid comes across this book, and gets a chance to hear
their music, and the music that inspired their music, and makes that kid decide he or she wants to

become some sort of artist.

Summary: Most kids today have heard of the Beatles, but many would be hard-pressed to come up
with the names John, Paul, George, and Ringo, let alone give any details about the Fab Four. This
book goes back to the early days of the four lads growing up in post-war Liverpool. Each band
member is given a few pages for his own story, with all the tales eventually coming together with the
formation of the Beatles. The book ends shortly after October 1963, just as Beatlemania was
beginning to sweep the globe. Back matter includes an authord ™s note telling of her love of the
Beatles that began in childhood, a glossary, notes on the many quotes in the text, and additional
resources. Grades 2-5.Pros: The Beatles are such a phenomenon, it was interesting to read each
boya ™s story and see them as struggling teenagers who were deeply devoted to music. The
illustrations perfectly capture the various personalities of John, Paul, George, and Ringo.Cons: Kids
whose grandfathers are younger than Paul and Ringo may not appreciate the Beatles enough to
wade through this lengthy picture book.
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